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Look out for the following icons
throughout the book:

O< ‘Shortcut’ Phrase
o Easy to remember alternative to the full phrase

a Q&A Pair
‘Question-and-answer’ pair — we suggest a
m response to the question asked

ﬁ) Look For
Phrases you may see on signs, menus etc

1)) Listen For
Phrases you may hear from officials, locals etc

LANGUAGE Language Tip
TIP An insight into the foreign language
CULTURE Culture Tip
TIP An insight into the local culture

How to read the phrases:
« Coloured words and phrases throughout the book are
phonetic guides to help you pronounce the foreign language.

« Lists of phrases with tinted background are options you
can choose to complete the phrase above them.

These abbreviations will help you choose the right
words and phrases in this book:

a adjective n noun sg singular
inf informal pl  plural v verb

lit literal pol polite
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INTRO

Mandarin

WiEE Putonghua

Who speaks Mandarin?

CHINA
SINGAPORE
TAIWAN

Why Bother

HONG KONG
MACAU
MALAYSIA

Distinctive Sounds

With more than one billion
speakers worldwide, Manda-
rin is the most widely spoken
language on the planet. How
can you miss the chance to
communicate with one in
seven people on Earth?

In Mandarin you can change
the meaning of a word by
raising and lowering the
pitch level (tone) on certain
syllables. Mandarin has four
tones (high, high-rising, high-
falling and low falling-rising),
plus a fifth, neutral tone.



840 million one billion

Mandarin speakers
in China

Pinyin

Pinyin was officially adopted
in 1958 as a way of writing
Chinese using the Roman
alphabet. Today in Chinese
cities you'll see it everywhere:
on maps, road and shop signs
and in brand names.

Chinese Script

Many of the basic Chinese
characters are pictographs
(highly stylised pictures of
what they represent), but
most have a ‘meaning’ elem-
ent and a ‘sound’ element.
Each character represents

a syllable, and most words
consist of two characters.

Chinglish

‘Chinglish’ (Chinese English)
provides many entertain-
ing mistranslations - eg a
‘Keep Quiet’ notice might

Donations to English

Mandarin speakers
worldwide

instead read ‘the subliminal
of thought has started while
the noisy has stopped’.

Language Family

The term ‘Mandarin’ refers to
one of the seven Chinese dia-
lect groups and is more accur-
ately called Modern Standard
Chinese or Putonghua -iH ik
(literally ‘the common dia-
lect’). Close relatives in the
Sino-Tibetan family are the
other six dialects: Gan, Hakka,
Min, Wu, Xiang and Yue.

Must-Know Grammar

Mandarin doesn’t have direct
equivalents of ‘yes’ and ‘no’
used in isolation. Instead, to
answer the question affirma-
tively, repeate the verb used in
the question (eg shi & - ‘be).
For a negative answer, add bu
K (not) before the verb.

Quite a few - for example, tea, chopsticks, Japan, ketchup,

kung fu, tai chi, silk ...
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5 Phrases to Learn Before You Go

o Where would you go for yum cha?
W L L2587 2 Nl de z&ocha hao?
When in China, make sure you find the right place for what

has to be the signature dining experience in Chinatowns the
world over.

e Please bring a knife and fork.
WE—RIJIX k. Qing nayifu daocha lai.

Don’t be afraid to ask for cutlery at a restaurant if you haven’t
quite mastered the art of eating with chopsticks.

e Can | get a discount (for the room)?

X (FED AETHE? Zheé (fangjian) néng dazhé ma?
In China, always bargain for a hotel room - discounts of 10%
to 50% off the rack rate are the norm, available by simply ask-
ing at reception.

o I’d like to hire a bicycle.

BRAEM—WEITE. WO xiang za yiliang zixingche.
Bikes are a great option for getting around Chinese cities and
tourist sites. They can also be invaluable for exploring the
countryside.

e Can you write that in Pinyin for me?
WEHAPEE. Qing yong Pinyin xié.
If you find Chinese script intimidating, Pinyin (the official

system for writing Mandarin in the Roman alphabet) is your
next best option.
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10 Phrases to Sound Like a Local

Great! LA Zhenbang!

Hey! ! Weil
It’s OK. AT, Haixing.
Just a minute. 2R, Déngyixia.
Maybe. Hhe. You kénéng.
No problem. e Meéishi.
No way! Anrgg! Bu kénéng!

Sure, whatever. 14T 47 Xing, xing, xing.

That’s enough! UARAS! Goule, goule!

Just joking. I, Kaiwanxiao.
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Understanding

e prnases.

Do you speak REx it NI huishuo
English? L2 Yingwén ma?
I don’t BAHA. Wo bu mingbai.
understand.
What does (this) (X)) (Zhége) shi shé-
§ mean? ftamid? nme yisi?
o
m [FEN [7] Do you speak PRex v ?
g English? NI huishuo Yingwén ma?
> Does anyone speak AL S ?
z English? You shéi huishud Yingwén ma?
g | speak a little. Lo —rm.
g W& huishuo yidian.
ET¥ [<] Do you RIS ?
understand? Ni mingbai ma?
ET3 ) | understand. A,
Mingbai.
I don’t TAHH
understand. W4 bu mingbai.
Could you write that in EHPES.
Pinyin for me? Qing yong Pinyin xié.
Could you write that MRS k.
down for me in Chinese  Qing yong Zhongweén xiexialai.
characters?
Please point to the TR R YE A .

phrase in this book. Qing zhicht shashang de fanju.
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Numbers & Amounts

How much? %/

a few — i

many 7
Cardinal Numbers

Numbers in Mandarin are easy to learn. Multiples of 10 are made by
stating the multiple followed by 10 - so 20 is literally ‘two ten’. Two

is a tricky number, generally pronounced ér unless it’s joined with a
classifier, in which case it will be pronounced liing (see classifiers/

counters, page 20).

EAo %z ling
[ 3b §l - yi

| 3¢ - er

2 ] liang
[ 3d K] — san
E3a ] si
Eds Ei wl
[ 32 [ 7N lit
Ea7 + qr
Edls AN ba
Ello Ju jit
Bl 10 + shi
1 +— shiy
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